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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Preprints and Open Access

In the first of my presidential columns, I offer an invita-
tion to the members of the APA to make their scholarly
work-in-progress public as preprints on the newly formed
Classical Research Network (CRN). Instructions about
how to find and submit papers on the CRN will be found
below. But first I will try to answer the obvious question:
“Why should classicists bother with preprints?” Preprints
are not peer-reviewed publications. But they can be an
important stage on the way to peer-reviewed publica-
tion and there is considerable value in making one’s schol-
arship public in advance of final publication.

Scholarship is, of course, all about making the results of
research available to a community of scholars, and
thereby allowing for the scholarly enterprise to progress
over time. In the first 120 years after the foundation of
APA (in 1869) classical scholarship was made public
primarily in the form of printed books and periodicals:
peer-reviewed journals, monographs, and in occasional
collections of essays and festschrifts. But the situation
changed with the coming of the internet. Bryn Mawr
Classical Review, which claims to be the second-oldest
online journal in the humanities, began publishing online
in 1990. Since then, the quantity of scholarship available
online has exploded: e-journals; back issues of hard-copy
journals on JSTOR and other archive sites; e-books from
ebrary and Amazon.com; online bibliographies (notably
APh and CDC); web pages (of organizations, depart-
ments, and individuals); blogs and more offer the poten-
tial for making research publicly available.

The “preprint” or “working papers” series seems to me
to offer a promising, and still under-utilized venue for
making classical scholarship public. Unlike many forms
of internet publication, the preprint series is a time-tested
form of scholarly communication. Working papers have
long been a standard feature of how scholarly work is
carried out in academic departments of social and natu-
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ral sciences – indeed, some preprint series date back to
before the internet era. The popularity of the form is
due to several advantages that it offers to scholars: Pre-
prints reduce to near-zero the time lag between the
completion of an article that is “ready to circulate,” even
if not yet “ready to publish,” and its appearance in pub-
lic.  Authors can gain feedback on a paper before it is
submitted to a peer-reviewed journal. The chronological
priority of a new idea is established once a paper is
“datestamped” by appearing in a series. And, not least,
readers (including people lacking access to research li-
braries) gain access to up-to-date academic scholarship.
      Despite these advantages, the humanities were slow
to follow the lead of the social and natural sciences. It
was not until 2005 that the Classics Departments of
Princeton and Stanford Universities launched their ex-
perimental preprint series, The Princeton/Stanford Work-
ing Papers in Classics (http://www.princeton.edu/
~pswpc). The series is open access –anyone with an
internet connection and a reasonably up-to-date browser
can access all site content and download papers without
charge. Copyright for each paper is held by the author(s);
there is no editorial content review (once again: pre-
prints are not peer-reviewed publications). Posting is lim-
ited to the faculty and students of the hosting institu-
tions.

The PSWPC experiment seems to have been success-
ful, at least if success is measured in terms of authors
(currently ca. 40 faculty members and graduate stu-
dents), papers (ca. 150 – if one counts re-editions), and
readers (or at least viewers and downloaders). Our ex-
perience in the first year of the series, along with some
preliminary readership statistics, are reported in J. Ober,
W. Scheidel, B. Shaw, and D. Sanclemente, “Toward
Open Access in Ancient Studies. The Princeton-Stanford
Working Papers in Classics,” Hesperia 76 (2007): 229-
42 (http://dx.doi.org/10.2972/hesp.76.1.229 - open ac-
cess). The series was reviewed in March 2008 by David
Pritchard in Literary and Linguistic Computing (http://
llc.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/fqn005v1 -
ironically, only the abstract of this review-article is open
access).

When we launched the PSWPC site, we hoped that other
Classics Departments would set up their own parallel
series. The University of Wales Lampeter has indeed
done so (http://www.lamp.ac.uk/ric/

PRESIDENT (from front cover) working_papers.html), but there are non-trivial costs in-
volved with setting up and maintaining a departmental
preprint site.

Happily, thanks to the hard work of a team of scholars
at the University of Texas (notably Lesley Dean-Jones
in the Classics Department and Bernard Black in the
Law School) there is now an open access and very well
organized Classics preprint series available to all Classi-
cists: the Classics Research Network (http://
www.ssrn.com/crn/index.html). The CRN is part of the
Humanities Research Network, which is in turn a part
of the big and very solidly established Social Science
Research Network (the SSRN gets ca. 7 million down-
loads per year).

The Classics Research Network is open access: papers
posted on the site can be uploaded without charge and
searched, browsed, and downloaded without charge;
authors retain the copyright, and so on.  To browse, go
to http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/displayjournalbrowse.cfm,
and click to expand Humanities Research Network to
see CRN. Preprints posted on the Classical Research
Network may also be posted elsewhere (a number of
the PSWPC preprints are now also posted on the CRN).
The procedure for submitting papers to the CRN is
straightforward and very quick after one is registered.
To submit a paper, go to www.ssrn.com and click on
“submit”.  Every author gets an individual “author page,”
which includes links to all posted papers.  For example,
my own page is at http://ssrn.com/author= 336081.

I want to encourage APA members to submit their pa-
pers to CRN.  Once enough people do so, the “net-
work” benefits will start to emerge, including the option
of e-mail notification when scholars post papers in your
own primary fields of research.  You can submit both
preprints and published papers (if you haven’t given away
electronic rights).  Once you submit, you can revise as
often as you wish.  Experience in other research areas
and with the PSWPC is that publishers normally do not
object to authors having posted their papers to a preprint
service such as CRN.

My hope is that the Classics Research Network will
become a standard place where all those who care about
classical studies can freely obtain access to current re-
search.

Josiah Ober
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SLATE OF CANDIDATES FOR SUMMER 2009 ELECTIONS

President-Elect
Kathleen M. Coleman
Nancy Felson

Financial Trustee
Bruce W. Frier
H. Alan Shapiro

Vice President For Education
Ronnie Ancona
Michele Valerie Ronnick

Board of Directors
Andrew S. Becker
Peter Bing
Robert D. Lamberton
Kristina Milnor
Ann Vasaly

Education Committee
Eric K. Dugdale
Charles Pazdernik

Goodwin Award Committee
Lesley Dean-Jones
Christina S. Kraus

Nominating Committee
Laura McClure
Nigel Nicholson
Nathan S. Rosenstein
Peter W. Rose

Professional Matters Committee
Kirk Ormand
Ralph M. Rosen

Program Committee
Maud Gleason
Dennis Trout

Publications Committee
Sara Ahbel-Rappe
Noel E. Lenski

Members are reminded that it is possible to nominate
additional candidates by petition.  Nominations of candi-

dates not proposed by the Nominating Committee shall
require the signature of twenty members in good stand-
ing (2009 dues must be paid) and must be reported to
the Executive Director by April 15, 2009.  A current
curriculum vitae of the candidate, who must also be a
member in good standing, should be submitted by the
same deadline.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

The APA Nominating Committee met for two full days,
on Saturday, 8 November and on Thursday, 8 January,
both times in Philadelphia. (W.C. Fields, eat your heart
out.) We now present the slate of candidates for the
2009 elections.

As usual, the committee was intent on presenting a slate
with representatives from throughout North America and
beyond, from small institutions and large, public and pri-
vate, with a range of scholarly specialties and diverse in
age, experience, and gender. We used the methods es-
tablished in previous years: generation of names (includ-
ing those of members who nominated themselves); dis-
cussion, much of it relevant; members’ ranking of the
list; totaling scores; correcting totals. Ruth Scodel (Past
President, APA) offered a lot of useful advice on the
qualities most desired in various officeholders. In the
end, we had a slate which roughly conformed to the
profile of the membership, as well as a number of names
which we will send to Adam Blistein for consideration
as appointees to various APA committees. Unfortunately,
some of our top choices were unable to stand (most
often because of other personal or professional commit-
ments), though several expressed the willingness to be
nominated in future years!  We are nevertheless confi-
dent that our slate is a strong one and that the members
will be well served no matter who they choose.

And choose we hope they will: this process involves a
fair amount of work and it is discouraging to see how
few members of the APA actually vote in our elections.
Perhaps an electronic ballot (submitted by e-mail, with
candidates' resumes and statements archived on the APA
site) would help. Perhaps we ought to identify just which
groups of members tend to vote most often and target
others (graduate students? members living outside the
US?) to increase their participation. In any case, this is
an issue which is worth some further thought.

(continued on the next page)
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Once again, committee members are grateful for the
information and logistical arrangements provided by
Adam Blistein and Heather Hartz Gasda of the APA
office.

Mark Golden and Michele Salzman, co-chairs
Peter Burian, Joy Connolly, Robin Mitchell-Boyask,
James O'Hara, Ruth Scodel (ex officio)

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW EDITOR OF TAPA

As Chair of the Search Committee, I am happy to re-
port that Prof. Katharina Volk of Columbia University
has accepted our invitation to become the next Editor of
the Transactions of the American Philological Asso-
ciation.  Professor Volk is a distinguished and very pro-
ductive scholar of ancient literature and its intersections
with other aspects of ancient culture.  Prof. Volk’s term
as Editor will run from January 9, 2010 to January 5,
2014.  An announcement concerning the transition of
responsibility from current Editor Paul Allen Miller to
Prof. Volk and protocol for submission of manuscripts
will soon be published on the web site and in the Asso-
ciation Newsletter.

I want to thank the other members of the Search Com-
mittee (Kurt Raaflaub, Maria Pantelia, Peter White, and
Adam Blistein) for their assistance in the completion of
this successful search.  I also very much appreciate the
interest that the Committee saw from the other highly
qualified candidates for this position.  Finally, we are
grateful to Department of Classics of Columbia for its
support of the arrangements necessary to enable Pro-
fessor Volk to accept this position.

James J. O’Donnell
Vice President for Publications

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Twenty-five years ago, the APA Board of Directors es-
tablished the Association’s Distinguished Service Award.
The minutes of that meeting state: “The Directors voted
to establish a Medal for Distinguished Service, to be
given from time to time at the discretion of the Board of
Directors.” These Awards acknowledge extraordinary
service to the profession of classics and the American
Philological Association.  They are occasional rather than
annual, honoring sometimes extraordinary single achieve-
ments, more often life-long distinguished service.  Only
ten such medals have so far been awarded. It is my

special privilege and honor today to hand out the elev-
enth.

Every year the candidates nominated for election to of-
fice in the APA routinely extol, and promise to enhance,
what they regard as key strengths of our classics com-
munity. Among these are its support for innovative and
interdisciplinary research on women and classical re-
ception; its incorporation of new technologies into both
scholarship and teaching; its commitment to gender eq-
uity and increased participation of ethnic, racial and sexual
minorities; its inclusion among its leadership of colleagues
from undergraduate institutions, many of them in small
programs, and from secondary schools; and its fostering
of ties between those teaching at the primary and sec-
ondary levels, and those at colleges and universities.
Moreover, candidates for APA office often comment
upon significant demographic and curricular develop-
ments and trends in our field. In so doing, whether or not
they are aware of it, they testify to the enormously ben-
eficial impact our honoree has had on our profession
and discipline.

As an active and committed scholar, she published im-
portant biographical studies on twentieth-century classi-
cists, and books, essays, and articles on topics ranging
from the Athenian bride to archetypal representations in
art and film and to early modern women writers. Her
Classics and Femininism: Gendering the Classics.
The Impact of Feminism on the Arts and Sciences
was selected by Choice as an Outstanding Academic
Book of 1997.

In our Association, she has been an active and visible
leader in the Women’s Classical Caucus. She held mul-
tiple APA offices, chairing the Committee on Smaller
Classics Departments and serving twice on the Com-
mittee on the Status of Women and Minorities; she was
a member of the Committee on Education and its Com-
mittee on Teaching Awards; she chaired the ad hoc
Committee on Outreach in 1998 and has since served
on the Outreach Prize Committee; and she was a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors before serving as Vice-
President for Professional Matters.

Engaged as well in the APA subcommittee on Classics,
Technology and Teaching, our award recipient received
a Teaching with Technology Grant from the NEH in
1997 to launch the VRoma Project designed to create
online resources for learning about the Latin language
and Roman culture. VRoma features a virtual simula-
tion of Rome in the second century CE that enables



GOODWIN AWARD OF MERIT
Previous Winners 1951 — 2008

1951 David Magie, Roman Rule in Asia Minor
1952 Cedric Whitman, Sophocles, A Study of Heroic Humanism
1953 Thomas Robert Shannon Broughton, The Magistrates of the Roman Republic
1954 Benjamin Dean Merrit, Henry Theodore Wade-Gery, Malcolm McGregor, The Athenian Tribute Lists
1955 Ben Edwin Perry, Aesopica
1956 Kurt von Fritz, The Theory of the Mixed Constitution in Antiquity
1957 Jakob Aall Ottesen Larsen, Representative Government in Greek and Roman History
1958 Berthold Louis Ullman, Studies in the Italian Renaissance
1959 Gordon Macdonald Kirkwood, A Study of Sophoclean Drama
1960 Alexander Turyn, The Byzantine Manuscript Tradition of the Tragedies of Euripides
1961 James Wilson Poultney, The Bronze Tables of Iguvium
1962 Lily Ross Taylor, The Voting Districts of the Roman Republic
1963 Gilbert Highet, The Anatomy of Satire
1964 Louise Adams Holland, Janus and the Bridge
1965 Herbert Strainge Long, Diogenis Laertii Vitae Philosophorum
1966 Brooks Otis, Vergil: A Study in Civilized Poetry
1967 George Max Antony Grube, The Greek and Roman Critics
1968 Edward Togo Salmon, Samnium and the Samnites
1969 Helen Florence North, Sophrosyne: Self-Knowledge and Self-Restraint in Greek Literature
1970 Agnes Kirsopp Lake Michels, The Calendar of the Roman Republic
1971 Michael Courtney Jenkins Putnam, Vergil’s Pastoral Art
1972 Friedrich Solmsen, Hesiodi Theogonia Opera et Dies Scutum
1973 Frank M. Snowden, Jr. Blacks in Antiquity
1974 Charles Edson, Inscriptiones Graecae, Vol. X, Pars II, Facs. I (Inscriptiones Thessalonicae et viciniae)
1975 George A. Kennedy, The Art of Rhetoric in the Roman World
1976 W. Kendrick Pritchett, The Greek State at War
1977 Harold Cherniss, Plutarch’s Moralia XIII, Parts I and II (Loeb Classical Library)
1978 David R. Shackleton-Bailey, 2 volume edition of Cicero’s Epistulae ad Familiares
1979 Leendert G. Westerink, 2 volume study of the Greek Commentaries on Plato’s Phaedo
1980 Emily T. Vermeule, Aspects of Death in Early Greek Art and Poetry
1981 John H. Finley, Homer’s Odyssey
1982 Gregory Nagy, Best of the Achaeans
1983 Bruce W. Frier, Landlords and Tenants in Imperial Rome
1984 Timothy D. Barnes, Constantine and Eusebius (and) The New Empire of Diocletian and Constantine
1985 Howard Jacobson, The Exagoge of Ezekiel
1986 William C. Scott, Musical Design in Aeschylean Theater
1987 R. J. A. Talbert, The Senate of Imperial Rome
1988 John J. Winkler, Auctor & Actor, A Narratological Reading of Apuleius’ The Golden Ass
1989 Josiah Ober, Mass and Elite in Democratic Athens: Rhetoric, Ideology and the Power of the People
1990 Martin Ostwald, From Popular Sovereignty to Sovereignty of Law: Law, Society, and Politics in Fifth-Century Athens
1991 Robert A. Kaster, Guardians of Language. The Grammarian and Society in Late Antiquity
1992 Heinrich von Staden, Herophilus: The Art of Medicine in Early Alexandria
1993 Susan Treggiari, Roman Marriage: Iusti Coniuges From the Time of Cicero to the Time of Ulpian
1994 Gregory Vlastos, Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher
1995 Peter White, Promised Verse: Poets in the Society of Augustan Rome
1996 Alan Cameron, The Greek Anthology from Meleager to Planudes
1997 Donald J. Mastronarde, Euripides:  Phoenissae
1998 Calvert Watkins, How to Kill a Dragon:  Aspects of Indo-European Poetics
1999 Jonathan M. Hall, Ethnic Identity in Greek Antiquity
2000 Kathryn Gutzwiller, Poetic Garlands; Hellenistic Epigrams in Context
2001 Richard Janko, Philodemos’ On Poems

Jeffrey Henderson, Aristophanes, Volumes 1-2 (Loeb Classical Library)
2002 Kathleen McCarthy, Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy
2003 Clifford Ando, Imperial Ideology and Provincial Loyalty in the Roman Empire
2004 Raffaella Cribiore, Gymnastics of the Mind
2005 Timothy Peter Wiseman, The Myths of Rome
2006 Kristina Milnor, Gender, Domesticity, and the Age of Augustus: Inventing Private Life
2007 Peter Struck, Birth of the Symbol: Ancient Readers at the Limits of Their Texts
2008 David Konstan, The Emotions of the Ancient Greeks: Studies in Aristotle and Classical Literature
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APA AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Previous Winners 1979 — 2008

1979 Paul Frederic Burke, Jr., Clark University
Floyd L. Moreland, Brooklyn College, CUNY
Laura B. Clayton, Lenoir Rhyne College
Cecil W. Wooten, Indiana University
John M. Crossett, Cornell College, Iowa
Cecelia E. Luschnig, University of Idaho
G. Karl Galinsky, University of Texas at Austin

1980 John R. Workman, Brown University
Daniel P. Tompkins, Temple University
James T. McDonough, Jr., St. Joseph’s University
Robert Sawyer, Hiram College
Stephen Fineberg, Knox College
Theodore Tarkow, University of Missouri-Columbia
Samuel B. Carleton, Pacific Lutheran University

1981 Louis H. Feldman, Yeshiva College
Catherine Freis, Millsaps College
Robert J. Ball, University of Hawaii

1982 Janice M. Benario, Georgia State University
Helene P. Foley, Barnard College
Daniel J. Taylor, Lawrence University

1983 Kenneth F. Kitchell, Jr., Louisiana State University
Gilbert P. Rose, Swarthmore College
Jon David Solomon, University of Minnesota

1984 Richard A. LaFleur, University of Georgia
James T. Svendsen, University of Utah

1985 Karelisa V. Hartigan, University of Florida
William E. McCulloh, Kenyon College
Nicholas D. Smith, Virginia Polytechnic Institute

1986 Jerrold C. Brown, Hartwick College
James May, St. Olaf College
Andrew Szegedy-Maszak, Wesleyan

1987 H. Don Cameron, University of Michigan
Kathryn Ann Thomas, Creighton University
Tamara Green, Hunter College

1988 Ann L.T. Bergren, UCLA
Charles M. Reed, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and

Catawaba College

1989 Jane Crawford, Loyola Marymount University
John Heath, Rollins College
Thomas J. Sienkewicz, Monmouth College

1990 William K. Freiert, Gustavus Adolphus College
Richard Freis, Millsaps College
Rosemary M. Nielsen, University of Alberta

1991 Victor D. Hanson, California State University at
Fresno

Michael Poliakoff, Hillsdale College
John Rouman, University of New Hampshire

1992 Sister Mary Faith Dargan, Albertus Magnus College
Daniel Levine, University of Arkansas
John P. Lynch, University of California at Santa

Cruz

1993 Robert A. Seelinger, Westminster College
Thomas Van Nortwick, Oberlin College

1994 Hardy Hansen, Brooklyn College
James S. Ruebel, Iowa State University
Brent M. Froberg, University of South Dakota

1995 Anne Groton, St. Olaf College
Helen Edmunds Moritz, Santa Clara University

1996 Richard A. Gerberding, University of Alabama at
Huntsville

John T. Kirby, Purdue University
Maria Pantelia, University of New Hampshire

1997 Ann Olga Koloski-Ostrow, Brandeis University
Michele Valerie Ronnick, Wayne State University
W. Jeffrey Tatum, Florida State University

1998 Monica S. Cyrino, University of New Mexico
Elizabeth Vandiver, Northwestern University
John McMahon, Le Moyne College

1999 Gregory A. Staley, University of Maryland
Frances B. Titchener, Utah State University

2000 Robert W. Cape, Jr.,  Austin College
Hans-Friedrich O. Mueller, Florida State University

2001 Pamela Vaughn, San Francisco State University

2002 Gregory Daugherty, Randolph-Macon College
Sr. Therese M. Dougherty, College of Notre Dame of

Maryland
R. Alden Smith, Baylor University

2003 Martha Davis, Temple University
David Fredrick, University of Arkansas
Philip Holt, University of Wyoming

2004 Judith de Luce, Miami University of Ohio
Kathryn A. Morgan, UCLA

2005 Phyllis Culham, United States Naval Academy
Ralph F. Gallucci, UC Santa Barbara
T. Davina McClain, Loyola University in New Orleans

2006 Matthew Dillon, Loyola Marymount University
Robert Alan Gurval, UCLA
David Schenker, University of Missouri

2007 Eric Casey, Sweet Briar College
Mary English, Montclair State University
Joseph J. Walsh, Loyola College in Maryland

2008 Laurel Fulkerson, Florida State University
David Rohrbacher, New College of Florida
Nancy Sultan, Illinois Wesleyan University



(continued on the next page)

users to “walk” the streets of the ancient city and inter-
act with its inhabitants and visitors.

During her term as an APA Vice President, our honoree
undertook the daunting task of creating a data base of
faculty and curricula in North American classics depart-
ments and programs, an innovative and forward-looking
endeavor of great significance to our profession. The
ambitious “census” accorded special and much-needed
attention to the representation of minority groups and
the utilization of adjunct teaching faculty. It has yielded
valuable data for hiring as well as curricular planning in
many institutions and enabled the APA to acquire a
deeper understanding of the practices, strengths, and
weaknesses of learning and teaching the classical lan-
guages and cultures on our continent.

Remarkably, our honoree accomplished all this while
spending her professional career at a small women’s
college, shouldering a heavy and varied teaching load as
well as numerous administrative responsibilities. We are
immensely grateful for her generosity, vision, commit-
ment, and numerous important contributions throughout
her career. She has indeed provided “distinguished ser-
vice” on an exceptionally high level and continually for
an exceptionally long time, and the Directors of the As-
sociation acknowledge this with deep respect and admi-
ration.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Prof. Barbara
McManus!

Kurt A. Raaflaub
President

C.J. GOODWIN AWARD OF MERIT

The first time I ever attended the APA Plenary Session
and watched the announcement of the Goodwin Award
was in 1985, when Jack Winkler was acknowledged for
his work on Apuleius. I vividly recall the flashing Christ-
mas tie he wore when he accepted the award, but even
more vividly remember how powerfully that book shaped
my thinking as a reader of ancient texts. The book we
have selected this year affected me similarly; it is a splen-
did achievement and a new benchmark in the study of
philosophy and the emotions.

The committee’s job is to award the Goodwin Award of
Merit to one book that reflects the highest level of schol-

arship and originality. While this year’s submissions were
wonderfully diverse and often brilliant in their own ways,
early on in our discussions, it became clear that this par-
ticular book was, as one member of the committee
phrased it, “the one the others have to beat”.

The book’s arguments are presented with subtlety and
finesse, and carefully arranged to be intelligible to non-
specialists without losing anything of the intellectual rigor
expected by serious classicists. The author moves eas-
ily between Homer, Greek tragedy, the historians, and
Aristotle, while leavening the mixture with references
to Tibetan linguistics, Darwin, Descartes, and Frederic
Jameson – and all that is just in the introduction!

Everyone will have their favorite chapter: one can choose
from, among others, anger, shame, fear, love, hatred,
pity, jealousy, and grief. The author argues that classical
representations of these emotions may or may not cor-
respond with our modern terms and experiences, but
that they always correspond to a culture of intense com-
petition for social status. Given that today’s award cer-
emony mimics that kind of competitive context, I hope
that the author will feel nothing but satisfaction in the
results, the satisfaction that he neatly redefines as “an
elation or positive disposition consequent upon a compli-
ment or other gesture that results in an enhanced opin-
ion of a person’s worth” (Konstan 2006: 77). And I am
confident that the rest of us will feel no envy or jealousy
at his well-earned recognition.

So let me stop talking in circles and congratulate, in the
name of the full committee, David Konstan for The
Emotions of the Ancient Greeks: Studies in Aristotle
and Classical Literature (U Toronto 2006).

Patricia A. Rosenmeyer

� � � � �

Call for Nominations for 2009

The Charles J. Goodwin Award of Merit, named in honor
of a long-time member and generous benefactor of the
American Philological Association, is the only honor for
scholarly achievement given by the Association.  It is
presented at the Annual Meeting for an outstanding con-
tribution to classical scholarship published by a member
of the Association within a period of three years before
the end of the preceding calendar year, i.e., in this case,
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2006, 2007, and 2008.  Candidates to be considered must
have been continuous APA members for the three pre-
vious years (since 2006). The APA office will verify the
membership of authors.

The work chosen to receive the award may be a book,
monograph, or article, provided that it has not appeared
in substantially the same form in earlier publications.  It
is selected by the Committee on the C. J. Goodwin Award
of Merit, which consists of three elected members. Be-
cause of the increased number of scholarly publications,
the Committee is now empowered to make two awards
and, for the same reason, particularly appreciates nomi-
nations across all areas of Classics:  The Committee
urges members to submit nominations (self or for oth-
ers) to any of the following:

D. C. Feeney (dfeeney@princeton.edu)
T. Peter Wiseman (t.p.wiseman@exeter.ac.uk)
David Sider (david.sider@nyu.edu)

Letters of nomination are due by June 1, 2009.  The
address of the Chair is Professor D. C. Feeney, Depart-
ment of Classics, Princeton University, 103 East Pyne,
Princeton, NJ, 08544-5264.

Publishers wishing books to be considered by the Com-
mittee should send three copies to the APA Office, 292
Cohen Hall, University of Pennsylvania, 249 S. 36th
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6304, also by the dead-
line of June 1, 2009.

AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE TEACHING OF CLASSICS

In the tradition of Ovid, one of our honoree’s main au-
thors, here is a riddle. What are all those young people
doing with notebooks in cemeteries in Tallahassee? No
one has died, no funeral is going on. It’s broad daylight,
so probably not some kind of student prank. In fact,
Laurel Fulkerson has sent her students to the grave-
yard, still alive and kicking, to “note statuary, epitaphs,
and graveyard layout, and then compare American and
Roman burial practices.” For most students, that right
there would entice them to take such a class, but they
would benefit much, much more than they might sus-
pect.

Laurel Fulkerson has taught over thirteen different
classes since she joined the faculty at Florida State Uni-

versity in 2000. She has taught lots of Latin authors
(Cicero, Livy, Lucretius, Ovid, Plautus, Pliny, Seneca,
Vergil) whose works encompass multiple genres (prose
and poetry), and multiple eras (Republican and Impe-
rial). She has taught plenty of Greek (epic, tragedy), and
has two big undergraduate lecture classes: the Roman
Family, and Gender and Society. These are daunting
assignments for a young faculty member trying to make
her mark in her research field and adjust to faculty life.
And in fact, Laurel's CV shows ten refereed publica-
tions, the most recent a book on The Ovidian Heroine
as Author. So it is a very good thing indeed that Laurel
Fulkerson is, as Jeff Tatum describes her in his nomina-
tion letter, a “born teacher.  From the start she has proved
herself a captivating lecturer to mass audiences, a sen-
sitive leader in smaller classes devoted to discussion and
a sympathetic yet exacting language instructor.” This
combination of hard work, high standards, and helpful
mentoring appears in almost every letter, evaluation or
comment included in this dossier.  Student evaluations
and letters routinely mention how hard they found the
assignments, and how much their skills improved. One
student says “I saw significant improvement in my writ-
ing during that semester, from test to test, because of
her willingness to discuss how earlier arguments in pa-
pers had or had not been well thought out or supported.”

Other colleagues refer to the fact that Laurel has be-
come a mentor to the graduate teaching assistants. This
can be one of the most difficult times for young gradu-
ate students who are coping with their own course loads
and dissertation proposals, while finding out the reality
of teaching beginning Latin. She met with these stu-
dents formally and informally, observing them in class,
and offering them advice and help. Another student says
“Always available when problems arose, she encour-
aged us to come to our own conclusions and find our
own answers, rather than simply saying, “do this,” or,
“do that.”

And so we are pleased and proud to salute Laurel
Fulkerson as a recipient of the APA’s 2008 Award for
Excellence in Teaching at the College Level.

Frances C. B. Titchener

� � � � �



bling) “I actually became interested in antiquity.”  What
more could any of us ask?  So it is a great pleasure to
honor David Rohrbacher with APA's 2008 Award for
Excellence in Teaching at the College Level award and
join with his students in declaring “Amamus Rohrbacher.”

Kathryn A. Morgan

� � � � �

Nancy Sultan came to Illinois Wesleyan University in
1993. She was hired to oversee a revision of their Hu-
manities sequence, a task which she accomplished ad-
mirably. She was also hired to teach Greek, at an institu-
tion with no Latin and no Classics program. Varium et
pertinax semper femina! Once on campus she pro-
ceeded to become a vocal advocate for Classics.
Through outstanding teaching in elementary Greek and
innovative courses like “Sex and Gender in Ancient
Greece and Rome,” “Greek Myth and the Hero,” “The
World of Homer,” and “In Search of Troy,” she com-
bined her wide interests and expertise in oral poetics,
classical mythology and folklore, gender studies, and
ethnomusicology to spark interest in the classics among
students and colleagues alike. She established the Ides
Speakers and Performance Series, which, as one col-
league says, creates a constant buzz of Classics in the
schedule of events on the campus calendar.

With enthusiasm and persistence she gradually wore
away the reluctance of a grudging administration. Illi-
nois Wesleyan now not only offers a full menu of Greek
language courses, but has added Latin, and has hired an
ancient historian. Most recently the institution has es-
tablished an innovative multi-disciplinary Classical Stud-

(continued on the next page)

Since David Rohrbacher arrived at the New College
of Florida in 2000 he has been responsible for an ex-
traordinary revival in the fortunes of Classics there.  Latin
enrollments, which had been in the single digits, have
increased such that students in elementary Latin now
consistently number more than twenty.  The discipline is
now so popular that the Division of Humanities voted a
third line in Classics its top priority. A glance at the
courses he has taught shows elementary and advanced
Latin every semester since his arrival, and sometimes
intermediate Latin too.  Not to mention the occasional
Greek course and a wide range of lecture courses from
Roman and Greek civilization to the ancient novel, Love
and Sex in the Ancient World, and Late Antiquity, courses
that emphasize engagement with the primary sources
yet also introduce multiple theoretical frameworks and
stress student participation.  Add to this uncompensated
overload courses, tutorials, independent studies, and se-
nior theses and one gets some notion of the energy of
this talented teacher and leader.  One colleague tells
how “following the retirement of his senior colleague,
David directed seven senior theses, an exceptionally large
number (and an enormous investment of time and en-
ergy) while overseeing a visiting colleague and directing
the search for a permanent one.”

Taking his courses has reached almost cultic propor-
tions in some quarters.  One is struck by the number of
student evaluations that rave about his courses in what
we call the “repeated” aspect: “fantastic as usual,” “as
always, captivating and helpful,” “I say it every year:
This is one of my favorite professors,” “I continue to be
amazed with Rohrbacher’s skill as an instructor.”  They
praise his breadth of knowledge, humor, accessibility,
and his eagerness to go the extra mile.  He sponsored
an independent study project on reading German so that
a promising student could be better prepared for gradu-
ate school.  For one thesis project he oversaw a student’s
learning of Gothic.  No wonder they write that “There is
no proper way to fully express how much he has come
to mean for his advisees and students, nor how much he
has done for us,” and speak of him as “one of the most
influential people in my life” and as “a most devoted,
adored, and talented teacher and classicist.”

We end with the conversion experience, the sense of
delight and discovery that characterizes student reac-
tion to his teaching.  One wrote with a note of surprise
that classicists must find charming (even as it is trou-

President Kurt Raaflaub presented the Award for
Excellence in College Teaching to Nancy Sultan.
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ies Program incorporating courses in art history, reli-
gion, history, and, of course, language—all the work of a
woman whom a colleague describes as “intelligent, dip-
lomatic, sensitive and unwavering in her commitment”
to the Classics.

Her students speak unwaveringly of her passion for the
classics and the enthusiasm and joy with which she
teaches them. One student, now in medical school,
speaks of her uncanny, infectious passion for the hu-
manities and for classical studies in particular. Another
praises her ability to combine lectures and class discus-
sions which “allow students to demonstrate their newly-
acquired knowledge and a chance to attain various per-
spectives on the topic being discussed.” Her innova-
tions include a production of Aristophanes’ Acharnians
as a final class project for a Greek Tragedy and Com-
edy course and student recitations of passages of plays,
hymns or history for the Greek Myth and Hero course.
A colleague whose office is right next to hers praises
her interactions with countless students in her office and
the provocative style with which she gets students to
react and start talking—all this while maintaining a high
level of sophistication and academic rigor which even
her students admire. She has even found time to publish
a wide variety of papers on music, myth, archaeology
and art.

For all of these reasons, Nancy Sultan is a worthy re-
cipient of the 2008 APA “Excellence in Teaching Award.”

Thomas J. Sienkewicz

Call for Nominations for 2009

The Committee on the Awards for Excellence in the
Teaching of Classics at the College Level invites nomi-
nations for the 2009 APA Awards for Excellence in
Teaching, in order to give special and public expression
to the APA’s commitment to honor and foster excel-
lence in the teaching of the Classics. We welcome nomi-
nations of faculty teaching Classics in all sorts of de-
partments, whether public or private, in large institutions
or small.  Please note carefully the deadlines and proce-
dures described below.

One to three awards for excellence in the teaching of
the Classics will be given to college and university teach-
ers from the United States and Canada. Each winner

will receive a certificate of award and a cash prize of
$300. The awards will be presented at the Plenary Ses-
sion of the Annual Meeting in Orange County, CA (Ana-
heim) in January 2010.

Criteria: The following factors are considered in the
selection process: (a) excellence in the teaching of Clas-
sics at the undergraduate or graduate level; (b) subject
matter that is “classical” in the widest sense, i.e., Greek
and Latin language, literature, culture, mythology, his-
tory, etymology; and (c) the design and successful imple-
mentation of new courses and programs. Winners of
these awards must be members of the APA and have a
minimum of three years of teaching experience prior to
nomination. By action of the APA Board of Directors,
only individuals may be considered for these awards.

Nomination: While a letter of self-nomination may be
necessary in exceptional cases, a letter of nomination is
preferred. Nominators, who need not be APA members,
may be administrators, chairpersons, departmental col-
leagues, or faculty in other department or institutions.
Nomination letters should indicate how the candidate
meets the criteria for the award. The nominator should
submit the letter with a current curriculum vitae of the
nominee to the Executive Director of the APA by May
4, 2009. The letter is the key to the candidate's continu-
ation in the selection process.

The Committee reviews nominations and invites the sub-
mission of full dossiers for selected nominees. These
dossiers should include four copies of the following: (1)
an updated c.v.; (2) a minimum of three, and preferably
six, letters of support, which should include one each
from a student, colleague, and administrative superior;
(3) brief descriptions of all courses taught during the
past five years, including some representative syllabi and
assignments; these should be included both for new
courses designed by the nominee and his or her “tradi-
tional” courses; (4) complete sets of student evaluations
from selected courses.

The letter of invitation to submit a full dossier will be
sent to the nominator via e-mail, with a copy to the can-
didate, not later than June 1, 2009. Completed dossiers
must then be submitted to the Executive Director by
July 17, 2009.  Only dossiers complete at this time will
be considered.  The APA will retain for consideration
for two additional years the full dossiers of candidates
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President-Elect Josh Ober chaired the
Plenary Session

Bridget Murnaghan, Jim O'Donnell, and Ralph Hexter at
the Presidential Reception.

More members at the Presidential Reception: Chris Craig,
Edmund Cueva, and Greg Daugherty

Judy Hallett and Ann Raia (standing), Judith Sebesta,
Barbara McManus, and Louise Cilliers (seated)
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Megan Miller, Tim Moore, and Ted Gellar-Goad enjoy the
Presidential Reception.

Sr. Therese-Marie Lamy, Sr. Marie-Therese Daugherty,
and Martin Winkler

We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Anaheim!We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Anaheim!We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Anaheim!We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Anaheim!We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Anaheim!
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The APA's Gatekeeper to Gateway Campaign will establish an Endowment for Classics Research and Teaching and
obtain the gifts necessary to receive $650,000 offered in an NEH Challenge Grant.  The Association is undertaking this
Campaign to ensure that its members will have the scholarly and pedagogical resources they need to do their work for
decades to come.  The Campaign also shares with a wider public the excitement and commitment that APA members have
for their subjects.

•••••  The Association has received over $1.4 million in pledges from almost 300 donors and has claimed $460,000 of the
$650,000 available from the NEH Challenge Grant.

••••• Garrison Keillor, radio host and author, has joined Erich Segal, Leonard Slatkin, and Garry Wills on the Campaign's
Honorary Advisory Committee.  Mr. Keillor presents A Prairie Home Companion and The Writer's Almanac on public
radio stations across the United States and has written more than a dozen books, including Lake Wobegon Days, The
Book of Guys, Love Me, and Homegrown Democrat. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts & Letters.

••••• It is now possible to make a pledge online. Visit the secure web site listed below to make a new pledge and partial
payment or make payment on an existing pledge using your credit card.:  https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/
AmericanPhilologicalAssociat/OnlineDonation.html.

••••• See the main Campaign page on the APA web site (http://www.apaclassics.org/campaign/campaign.html) for links to
the revised, professionally produced version of the demonstration of the digital portal that this Campaign will make
possible in both Windows Media and Quicktime formats.  A DVD of the new version was bound into the Program for the
recent annual meeting in Philadelphia and is available to all members at no charge from the Association Office.

The APA encourages all members to be a part of this Campaign and to help spread the word about its importance to the
field of Classics.  Please call the APA office or visit the Campaign web site, http://www.apaclassics.org/campaign/
campaign.html, for complete information.

Capital Campaign News


