Stéphanie BAKKER  On the so-called attributive and predicative position in Ancient Greek

As we all know, in Ancient Greek a modifier of a definite NP may, but need not be preceded by an

article:

(1) 6 3¢ pasrijuog mijyvg T0d petpiov o1l Miyxeog pélwv tpioi daktdroiot.
(The royal measure is greater by three fingers’ breadth than the common measure. Hdt. 1.178.3)
(2) kol aipéovot Epnpov 10 dotv kai tvag OAiyoug evpickovct TdV Adnvaiov év 1@ pd &dvtag, ...

(When they took the town it was deserted and in the sacred precinct they found a few Athenians. Hdt. 8.51.2)

All our grammars and schoolbooks argue that constituents placed in between the article and noun or
after the noun with repetition of the article are attributive, i.e. describe a feature of the referent of the
head of the NP (e.g. ‘I like the black door’), whereas constituents placed outside the combination of
noun plus article are predicative, i.e. are the predicate adjective after a copular verb (e.g. ‘the door is
black’) or an adjunct of state that expresses a temporary state of the referent (e.g. ‘I like the door
black’ = I like the door when black). True though this may be for adjectives (cf. example 1 and 2), the
traditional rule seems not always valid for participles (cf. example 3, in which the participle is in
predicative position, but has attributive value) and is absolutely useless for genitives, prepositional
phrases and possessives, since in these cases the difference can impossibly be described in terms of an

attributive or predicative value of the modifier (cf. example 4 and 5):

(3) tov pév M eipdoavta td®V TOE0V 1O E1epov kai TOV {wothipa TpodéEavta mapadodvar 0 TOEoV TE Kai TOV
Coortiipo Eovroe &' dxpng thg copPoriic erainy xpueény ... . (So he drew one of his bows and showed her
the belt, and gave her the bow and the belt, which had a golden vessel on the end of its clasp... . (Hdt. 4.10.1)

(4) Bddpng pev 6 tod voutkod otpatod otpatnyog ékéieve aipéety v mOMy, “Apacig 8¢ 6 Tod melod ovk
%o (Badres the admiral of the fleet was for taking the city, but Amasis the general of the land army would not
consent. Hdt. 4.203.2)

(5) &depav Tpdto piv The Tdepov Ta yeilea, dcdtepa 8¢ adtd TO TETYOG TOV 0DTOV TPdTOV.

(They built first the border of the moat and then the wall itself in the same fashion. Hdt. 1.179.2)

After showing that other views (e.g. Himmelmann 1997, Rijkhoff 1992, Stavrou and Horrocks 1987)
are equally unattractive, I will offer an alternative solution. On the basis of a sample from Herodotus,
I will argue that the presence or absence of an article before a modifier is determined by the function
of the modifier. Whereas modifiers that are not preceded by an article modify the referent, i.e. give
descriptive information about a feature of the referent, modifiers with preceding article modify the
reference, i.e. clarify which referent is referred to by describing a feature of the referent. The genitive
in (4), for example, helps identify the referent by contrasting the intended otpotnydg with the general
of the land army, while the genitive in (5) only provides information on a feature of the referent
without the intention to distinguish the intended referent from other possible entities.

By discussing several more examples in their context, I hope to demonstrate that the
distinction between referent and reference modification holds for all types of modifiers alike and is
thus much better suited to explain the difference between modifiers with and without preceding article
than the traditional view, which only holds for adjectives. If my hypothesis is correct, it has far-

reaching consequences for the interpretation of what we traditionally call predicative modifiers.
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